
O P P O S I T I O N  ( A C T S  4 : 1 – 1 2 )
“ W H I L E  T H E Y  W E R E  S P E A K I N G … ”
As Peter and John were preaching to those who witnessed the lame man’s healing, “the priests, the captain 
of the temple police, and the Sadducees confronted them.
•	 The Sadducees believed the Messiah was an ideal lifestyle, not a person, and didn’t believe in a 

resurrection, immortality, or angels. 
T H R O W N  I N  J A I L  O V E R N I G H T
Peter and John were “seized” and put in jail until the next day. This is the first act of opposition we see 
against the Church.
•	 The opposition did not seem to squelch the message, as Luke records that the Church grew by 

another 2,000 people, making it roughly 5,000 people total.
A N  O L D  A D V E R S A R Y
The Sanhedrin, which was in constant opposition to Jesus, now convenes to oppose the work of the disciples. 
This council was made up of the Pharisees (right), Sadducees (left), and scribes (teachers of the law).
•	 Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, and the “high-priestly family” were also there.  
“ B Y  W H A T  P O W E R  O R  I N  W H A T  N A M E … ? ”
A better question couldn’t have been asked to set Peter and John up to witness to the most powerful 
people in Jerusalem. In this moment, Peter “was filled with the Holy Spirit.” 		
•	 If we walk with Jesus, the Holy Spirit will fill and enable us to face opposition in a manner that 

honors God. 
A  S I M P L E  M A N  S P E A K S  W I T H  E L O Q U E N T  A U T H O R I T Y
An uneducated fisherman not accustomed to public speaking formally addresses the council and “all of the 
people of Israel” about a “good deed” done in the name of Jesus Christ.
•	 Salvation, wisdom, and power only come from Jesus. It is only by His provision that we are able to 

do anything of significance 
J E S U S  A S  T H E  C O R N E R S T O N E
Peter reiterates what he told the crowd the day before but adds in a crucial prophecy from Psalm 118:22.
•	 The cornerstone is the most fundamental part of a foundation. The religious leaders (builders) 

rejected Jesus, making their institution spiritually powerless.   
“ T H E R E  I S  S A LV A T I O N  I N  N O  O N E  E L S E … ” 
The trial wasn’t about healing; it was about where the power and authority for it derived. It would 	
have been easy to be vague and say, “God did it,” but they proclaimed the name of Jesus. 
•	 This is still the tension today. Who defines morality? Who is able to fix us? Who is in charge? 

There is only one path. 

C O U R A G E  ( A C T S  4 : 1 3 – 2 2 )
U N E D U C A T E D  A N D  U N T R A I N E D ?
Peter and John spoke with clarity and boldness. They had no formal education or training under the rabbis, 
but they had spent three and a half years under the instruction of Jesus. 
•	 Education is great, but fundamental wisdom and the way we are to live come from Christ’s 

example and His Word.
T H E  E V I D E N C E  W A S  R I G H T  I N  F R O N T  O F  T H E M
The Sanhedrin couldn’t deny the miracle because the man stood right in front of them. The question isn’t 
about evidence but our willingness to see it and our humility to submit to a higher authority.
•	 “Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind” (C.S. Lewis).
A C C E P T I N G  J E S U S  M E A N S  I  A M  N O T  I N  C H A R G E
Accepting Jesus means life changes. The Sanhedrin tried to prohibit Peter and John from “speak[ing] and 
teach[ing]…in the name of Jesus” because it would upend their control. 
•	 Many are lost and foolishly settle for chaos because they refuse to let the Bible steer them and 

let Jesus be in control. 
“ W E  A R E  U N A B L E  T O  S T O P ”
Not only did Peter and John love Jesus more than anything, but they had witnessed His power and 
knew that He is the Creator and Judge of mankind. 		
•	 We use tact and love, but with this knowledge, how could anyone cower when they’re told to 

suppress the truth? 
R E L I G I O N  A N D  P O L I T I C S
One of the great downfalls of the Jewish religious leaders is that they allowed politics to infiltrate 
their religion.
•	 Peter and John were released because the people were “all giving glory to God.” The Sanhedrin 

wanted to harm them, but they had to appease the people.

T H E  H E L P E R  ( A C T S  4 : 2 3 – 3 1 )
R E P O R T I N G  B A C K  T O  T H E  C H U R C H
Peter and John returned and “reported everything” to “their own people.” Though this was a victory, they 
immediately went back into prayer and asked for Jesus’ help.
•	 They acknowledged God as Master and Creator. Knowing Jesus is the Master and Creator reminds us 

He can do anything.  

H E  I S  A N  I N V O LV E D  C R E A T O R
It is one thing to acknowledge an intelligent designer but another to know His name. To know Jesus is the 
Creator means we must accept His Word and instruction.
•	 This shouldn’t be scary because God is engaged with and cares about His creation.He knows all 

and wants to lead us.   
W E  H A V E  B E E N  T O L D  A B O U T  O P P O S I T I O N
Luke quotes Psalm 2, about persecution from nonbelievers. This shows that God’s people have, and always 
will, face persecution.
•	 Some will hate us because of our faith (Matthew 10). We are not to look for or brag about 		

opposition but to pray Jesus strengthens us to continue to do His work through it. 
P R AY I N G  F O R  “ S I G N S  A N D  W O N D E R S ” ?
If Jesus said, “an evil generation demands a sign,” why do the disciples pray for them here? Peter and John 
were praying that the gospel would be validated through miracles in the face of persecution.
•	 God still does miracles, but now we also have access to the Bible.
“ T H E  P L A C E … W A S  S H A K E N ”
There is no reason to believe this isn’t literal because we will read about something similar in Acts 16 with 
Paul and Silas.
•	 Notice they were continually getting filled up with the Spirit. It is only in continual relationship with 

Jesus that we can live and “speak the word of God boldly.” 

O N LY  T H R O U G H  J E S U S
•	 Jesus is the only name and pathway by which we can be saved, changed, empowered, and restored. 
•	 Trust in and obedience to Jesus will enable us to live out the truth, not buckle to opposition, and have 

a meaningful existence that blesses others. 

P R I D E  A N D  S E L F I S H N E S S  D E S T R O Y
•	 The evidence of God and the practicality of His Word are evident, if we choose to see it. 
•	 The problem is many are unwilling to see the truth because they are too prideful to submit to a 

higher authority and too selfish to exchange their empty desires for the desires of Jesus.  

R E M E M B E R I N G  W H AT  I S  E T E R N A L
•	 Even in the face of opposition and the temptation to be selfish or prideful, we can remain strong if 

we will put Jesus first, remember what He has done for us, and remember that He is Creator 
and Judge.

•	 The fear of a temporary world melts when we know and lean on an eternal Savior.

C O N T I N U A L  I N F I L L I N G
•	 Jesus works in and through us when we are full of His Spirit. We receive the Holy Spirit when we 

put our faith in Jesus (Eph. 1:13), but in order to overflow, we must be in consistent prayer, study, 
and obedience.

•	 When we are full of God, He shakes things up and does amazing work in our lives.

A R E  W E  C O N T E N T  W I T H  S A LVAT I O N ?
•	 Are we people satisfied with just avoiding Hell? Do we want more? Do we long to please Jesus and be 

a blessing to those around us? Have we let complacency and selfishness creep into our faith?
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