
O B E Y  ( 1  J O H N  2 : 1 – 1 1 )
“ M Y  L I T T L E  C H I L D R E N ”
John is not calling the readers immature; he is declaring his love for them, like a father who only 
wants the best for his children.

•	 He doesn’t want them to sin, but he knows that every honest Believer will recognize their sin 
and that Christ is the atoning sacrifice for their sin.

•	 Not only did Christ die for us, but He stands for us! Do we know that real, intimate, 
and joy-filled fellowship with God requires confessing our sin and turning from it?

H O W  W E  K N O W
John assures his readers they can be confident in their relationship with God because their reflex 
when they face life’s challenges is to obey God.

•	 He also addresses the crowd that says they know God but refuse to obey Him; they are liars.
•	 We know we are authentic, not because we have to or need to obey God but because 

we WANT TO obey Him. Walking as He walked isn’t about imitation; it’s about the 
Holy Spirit guiding us to repentance and obedience.

W H I C H  C O M M A N D M E N T S ?
John moves from obedience to all of God’s Word to a single command: Love one another.

•	 It has been taught since the Mosaic Law (old) was written, but it was confirmed in Jesus’ 
words as the Holy Spirit gives us power to perform it (new).

•	 A life of hatred is a sure sign of separation from God. A life of grace, forgiveness, and love is 
a sign of one who walks out of darkness toward Christ and now sees from His perspective.

G R O W I N G  U P  ( 1  J O H N  2 : 1 2 – 2 3 )
“ I  A M  W R I T I N G  T O  Y O U ”
In these verses, John reminds the readers who they are: little children who have been forgiven and 
adopted as God’s children.

•	 John is addressing the growth cycle of every Christian when he speaks of children, young 
men, and fathers.

•	 We are all in some stage of spiritual development, and our goal is to continue to 
mature until we are with Christ in eternity.

T H E  S T A G E S
As new Believers, we come to know God as our Father. But we must not remain babies.

•	 As adolescents in faith, we learn that we don’t need to listen to Satan’s lies because he has 
been conquered through Christ.

•	 As adults, we live FOR Christ and WITH Christ. Circumstances no longer dictate our actions.
•	 Where are we in our spiritual growth? Do we WANT to grow?

T H E  W O R L D
John knows his readers are in different stages of faith. He warns them all about loving the system of 
human civilization and activity which opposes God; it’s the “want it, see it, have it” plan.

•	 Some things are morally neutral, but our attitude toward those things can be dangerous 
and may reveal our real desires in life.

•	 Our affections are set on this world or on Christ. It is impossible to please them both.
H O W  M U C H  T I M E  D O  W E  H A V E  L E F T ?
John knew that he was in a battle for truth. His message reminded the church that Christ would 
return, but until then there would be some who would align with them but fail follow Christ.

•	 This isn’t about how much time we have left; it’s about the urgency of what we do now.
•	 We should watch out for false doctrine but also know that it will not remain in the 

middle of a congregation walking authentically with Christ. We walk faithfully; He 
does the weeding.

A N O I N T I N G
John encouraged the readers by reminding them that they were Believers who knew the truth.

•	 Knowing the truth means that we have the internal teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
who speaks to our minds, helps us understand and apply God’s Word, and allows us to 
recognize deception. Paul calls it “the mind of Christ.”

•	 This anointing is on EVERY Believer. We received it from Christ. It remains on us and in 
us, and it teaches us until we are face-to-face with Him.

R E M A I N  ( 1  J O H N  2 : 2 4 – 2 9 )
“ R E M A I N S  I N  Y O U ”
John gives one more message of encouragement to the Believers reading this letter: Christ will 
remain in you.

•	 False teaching about Jesus brings questions about our salvation. True teaching, based on 
God’s Word and affirmed by the Holy Spirit, assures us of our salvation.

•	 Because of the Holy Spirit, we can and should evaluate all teaching, rejecting false 
teaching and affirming true teaching.

R E M A I N  I N  H I M
Right after John affirms the anointing of all Believers, he reminds them that they are still responsible 
for their walks.

•	 When our actions are done in response to our desire to obey and serve Christ, they are an 
outward expression of our faith in Him.

•	 Because of His righteousness, we should stay close to Him and live lives that reflect 
His righteousness to an unrighteous world.

S U G G E S T I O N S
•	 It seems like everyone has an opinion.
•	 We accept some and reject others because we can do what we want.
•	 Our problem is that we treat God’s instructions for life like suggestions for living. Is 

the Bible just God’s opinion? If we don’t accept His Word as truth, how can we expect 
to know Him? 

C H I L D I S H
•	 We understand that children will act like children, so we are patient and teach.
•	 Thank God, He has more patience with us than we have with Him.
•	 Are we ready to respond to His fatherly love for us, receiving what He is teaching and 

instructing us to do? Are we ready to grow and move to a new stage?

B E L I E F
•	 We like to be called Believers and followers of Christ, identifying with Him and His Church.
•	 Believers reveal themselves through obedience.
•	 This isn’t about checklists or perfection. It’s still about progress and being changed 

as we desire to live for Christ. Obeying His commands, clinging to truth, and loving 
others while rejecting the false teachings of the world are not suggestions; they are 
the characteristics of authentic Believers. Will we surrender to the Holy Spirit, who will 
develop us into authentic followers of Jesus Christ?
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