THIS WEEK'’S MESSAGE
OCTOBER 11TH-12TH, 2025 // GOSPEL OF MARK

ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION (MARK 13:14-23)
“"STANDING WHERE IT SHOULD NOT BE"” (V. 14)
The abomination of desolation is originally referenced in Daniel 9-12. It is historically understood to be the
Antichrist—initially fulfilled in 176 B.g by Antiochus Epiphanes who sacrificed a pig on the altar of burnt
offerings and set up an altar to Zeus, then in 70 A.D. with Gen. Titus destroying the temple, and an ultimate
fulfillment in the future.
o His blasphemous throne will oppose Christ.
URGENCY AND PREPARATION (VS. 15-18)
In vs. 5-13 Jesus has already told us how to know the signs and the birth pains of the end. Once the Antichrist
is established, the time for preparation has Eassed. A man is instructed to escape with no earthly provisions,
and a pregnant or nursing mother is empathized with because she must save and nurture her family.
e [t has happened before and will again—worse.
TRIBULATIOﬁ (V. 19
This time, believed to be 3.5-7 years, will be like no other. 2 Thess. 2 speaks of the “man of lawlessness” who
will set himself up as a bringer of peace and order, but also of deception and empty claims of messiahship.
Whet?er at the beginning or middle of the 7 years, what follows is God's judgment of sin, death, and evil: the
Son of Man.
e The destruction will be thorough and purposeful.
GRACIOUS TIME LIMIT (V. 20)
"If the Lord had not cut those days short”—This phrase is written as a definitive past statement from the mouth
of Jesus. This time of evil and judgment has a b%ginning and end that have been planned. “Elect”—Whether
people chosen by faith, timing, or presence, God's grace and love for His people limit the timeframe.
. “Once saved, forever following.”-Endure
COUNTERFEIT MESSIAH (VS. 21-23)
The cultural, environmental, social, and natural pressure will be to follow or trust in someone bringing peace to
nations, confident power structures, resources fgr those who have lost, and a promise of a future ?or those who
would “believe.” The pressure will be overwhelming for most, even those in Christ. Be aware and watchful!
e Jesus has said three times to watch!
HOW AM | LIVING NOW?
What idol have | set up in my heart and mind, where it should not be (v. 14)?
e Am | spending my time wisely, prepared for the current spiritual war for my and my family's
souls? Or am | apathetic and complacent (v. 15)?
o Even if | am preparing for the end, am Igutting my hope in earthly things? You may not have
those things when/if the end comes swiftly (v. 16).
*  Aml practicing sacrifice now, preparing myself for even greater inconvenience or sacrifice later (v. 19)?
e Amllosing hope and faith in Cﬁrist, even in the daily, trivial things, although He promised there
would be suffering and troubles in this life (v. 19)?
e Am | respectful, watchful, and ﬁuarded towards anyone who seems to say all the right things, or
am | blissfully swept away by their words (v. 21)?

SON OF MAN (MARK 13:24-31)
“IN THOSE DAYS, AFTER...” (VS. 24-25)
Whether during the second 3.5 or at the end of 7 years, this will be the worst time on earth. The evil, wars,
famine, earthquakes, weather, and cosmic disasters will combine to be the most horrific scene we have ever
experienced. The enemy will try to sit on Christ's earthly throne, but God will send His Son to remind all where
His throne is establishecﬁ

*  God will not be mocked or overthrown!
SON OF MAN (VS. 26-27)
This is a title in Daniel given to the one who is the Son of God and chosen champion of humanity. This person,
Christ, is the one who comes by the authority of the Father, but also by His own merit. The second coming (rapture,
millennial reign, or judgment) will be a global display of power and majesty that no one will be able to deny!

e We will all see Him as He truly is: Lordvof all!
FIG TREE (VS. 28-29)
Jesus gives us the example of observing creation to know what comes next. In the same way, we can observe the
events and character of the world to know when His time is near. God's ways are above ours, and there is a mystery
to the way He moves and acts in our lives, but in this case, He has given us sufficient information to be ready!

o He has not hidden what He thinks is important.
THIS GENERATION (VS. 30-31)
Remember, immediate and ultimate. “This generation”—the people in 70 A.D. and during the time of the
tribulation. His display of power, majesty, and justice will be swift but thorough. Forget these “great buildings”!
Even Heaven and earth will not be able to contain His purification of creation.

. Despite all sin or good, Christ is imminent.
HOW AM | LIVING NOW?
Where in my life am | pushing against God, His Word, or His Spirit? Does He have to shake Heaven and
earth just to get my attention and devotion (v. 25)?

* Is my fear of the Lord the beginning of wisdom? Or is it making me want to hide or curse (v. 26)?

*  Observe the season and your fruit. Is it not adding up? What does Scripture say about it? Why

am | doing or not doing it? Why are we still here &s. 28-29)?
e Am | living for and pursuing temporary materials and status more than eternal investments (vs.
30-31)?

WHEN WILL THIS HAPPEN? (MARK 13:32-37)
WHEN? NO ONE KNOWS. (VS. 32-33)
Jesus finalizes His answer to the four disciples—I don’t even know! Jesus is all-knowing, but during His earthly
ministry, He set aside some "God-attributes” by His own will so that He could live an authentic life, reliant on
God and led by the Spirit. His instruction to us: Keep alert! Open your eyes!

. He has given all the info we need to follow, trust, anci/obey Him. His Word is sufficient.
FAITHFUL SERVANTS (VS. 34-35)
Jesus has left His dwelling, given stewardship of creation to us, adequately equipped us, individually/
collectively assigned tasks to us, and commanded us to be watchful and alert, immediately and eternally. The
master could return at any time, so we are to follow, trust, and obey!

o Good and faithful workers do what they are supposed to do whether observed or not.
SLEEPING? OR DEAD?? (VS. 36-37)
Sleeping is necessary to recover from the day before and recharge for the day ahead. This “sleeping” is more
like being lazy, apathetic, or asleep on the job. This is the worst way to be seen when the boss comes. A
spiritually dead person and an asleep Christian have a lot in common.

e A Christian knows better. Grace may be the biggest difference, but the fruit identifies the tree.
HOW AM | LIVING NOW?
Am | focused on finding all the details and mysteries of the end times, but having little regard for the
commands of Jesus in my daily life (vs. 32-33)?

. When | look over my life (relational, emotional, mental, financial, physical, time, etc.), am | living

on mission for Christ or myself (vs. 34-37)?

"WATCH! BE ALERT!"”

. Be Alertl—Be attentive, aware, and quick to notice and respond to danger or potential problems.

*  Watch!—You must have your eyes open. Observe things closely, noticing details immediately or over
an extended period of time, guarded with readiness to act.

e Focus on the simplicity of Christian life.
° “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19, ESV).

e Train and be prepared.
e Train yourself, your household, and your church/community (Deuteronomy 6).

*  Respond to the world with faith and action.
. Share the gospel and disciple (Matthew 28:18-20).



