
A  P U B L I C  D I S P L AY  T H A T  W E ’ V E  C H O S E N  J E S U S  
We take on the “new man” or woman and are “brought to life.” Similar to a marriage ceremony 
where we take on our “husband’s” name (the wedding ring).
•	 The baptism is not salvation, but a response to and physical representation of being saved.
B A P T I S M  I D E N T I F I E S  U S  A S  C H R I S T I A N S
This is the most evident part of our adoption into the family of God, and it should be a visible 
turning point in our lives.
•	 One’s heart should start to change when we accept Christ, but an even greater change should 

come when we publicly commit to follow Jesus through baptism.

T H E  E X A M P L E
J E S U S  C A M E  T O  S H A K E  T H I N G S  U P
Jesus came to change the process in which our salvation came. Part of this was through baptism, 
something that had never been done before to represent salvation.
•	 Instead of “rolling sin away” temporarily, belief, baptism, and repentance erase past sins and 

open the door for restoration.
•	 Matthew 3:15–17 (CSB)
J E S U S  H A D  N O T H I N G  T O  R E P E N T  F O R
Jesus didn’t get baptized because He had to; He wanted to give an example of what the Father 
wants from us because He knew obedience to the Father was vital.
•	 Jesus never asks us to do anything He hasn’t already done first. We also see that baptism 

pleases our heavenly Father.

A C T I VAT I O N
A  R E L A T I O N S H I P  W I T H  G O D  I S  A  P R O C E S S
As we move through the process of being set apart for God (sanctified), choices we make activate 
promises God has for us.
•	 When we genuinely repent and choose to be baptized as a public profession of faith, the 

Holy Spirit will empower us to live in a way that pleases God.
•	 Acts 2:38–41 (CSB)
L E A R N I N G  T O  U S E  S P I R I T U A L  W E A P O N S
After repentance and baptism, one should read 1 Corinthians 12–14 and start to pray that God uses 
these gifts in and through us.
•	 These gifts help us advance God’s Kingdom and grow our relationship with Him. We need 

the Holy Spirit to guide us as we work through this life.

J E S U S  I N S T R U C T S  U S
S O M E T I M E S  I T ’ S  S I M P LY  A B O U T  O B E D I E N C E
We’re naturally rebellious because humanity is in a fallen state. As people who claim to follow Christ, 
we need to trust and stop debating God and just start following His lead.
•	 Though I cannot explain everything about baptism, I know it is imperative to follow God’s instruction. 
•	 Matthew 28:19–20 (CSB)
•	 John 14:15 (CSB)

W E ’ R E  R E S U R R E C T E D
T H E  S Y M B O L I S M  O F  A  F R E S H  S T A R T
Baptism symbolizes us dying to ourselves and being buried, but more importantly, it identifies 	
us with rising again! We’ll have struggles, but from this moment, we’re labeled as new creations. 	
•	 We’re no longer slaves to our former selves! We’re all born into some kind of struggle, but this is 

why we’re born again.
•	 Romans 6:3–7 (CSB) 
T H E  S Y M B O L I S M  O F  A  F R E S H  S T A R T
Becoming a Christian and choosing to get baptized doesn’t mean we won’t make mistakes. It does 
mean that we are no longer slaves to sinful lifestyles. This means we can be delivered and 
permanently changed.
•	 The point of salvation is deliverance from destruction. Jesus gives us a fresh start.

A  N E W  I D E N T I T Y
B A P T I S M  I S N ’ T  A  M A G I C A L  F O R M U L A
The words spoken over someone getting baptized are not as important as the genuineness of the 
person’s heart making the public profession.
•	 How we pray for people getting baptized is important, but it’s more the understanding of 

why this is taking place and Whose identity they’re adopting.
•	 Galatians 3:27–28 (CSB)  
A B O V E  A L L  T H I N G S ,  W E  F I N D  O U R  I D E N T I T Y  I N  J E S U S
Salvation only comes when we identify ourselves as followers of Jesus above all things, even 
gender, occupation, nationality, or skin color. That’s why understanding our new identity in Christ 
is vitally important.  

D O  W E  H AV E  T O ?
•	 1 Peter 3:21–22 (CSB)
A  L I F E  “ P L E D G E D ”  T O  G O D
Salvation is more than a one-time experience; it is a life-long relationship. Though initial salvation 
happens at conversion, baptism is one of the first steps in obedience, and without obedience to 
Jesus, we can’t be saved.
•	 Baptism shows the world our pledge to live a life that obeys and honors God. 
H O W  S H O U L D  O N E  R E S P O N D  T O  T H E  G O S P E L ?
•	 Belief: Realizing that Jesus is the Savior. 
•	 Repentance: Heartfelt sorrow for sin, a desire to change, and denial of self in order to walk in 

obedience to Jesus. 
•	 Daily faith: Saving faith is personal trust in Jesus that is active every day. It is complete 

surrender to Him. 
•	 Baptism: Outward profession of an inward work. 
W E  N E E D  T O  C H E C K  O U R  H E A R T S
If one understands the weight of sin and the grace God has shown us through His forgiveness, they 
will start to approach God in humility and obedience.
•	 When we start asking how little we must do to please Jesus, there’s a much bigger heart 

issue that needs to be addressed. 

A  B E T T E R  Q U E S T I O N
•	 The questions about our relationship to God should never be centered around “What do I 

HAVE to do?”
•	 After we start to understand His sacrifice for us, we should respond with questions centered 

around “What more CAN I do for Christ?”

R E S P O N D I N G  T O  T H E  C R O S S
•	 We all have an opportunity to respond. 
•	 If you don’t have a relationship with Christ, we can help you start that journey.
•	 If one has recently committed to Christ, they can make that public through baptism. 
•	 If we already follow, we can remember the cross through taking communion. 
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