
T H E  M I G H T Y  A N G E L  ( R E V E L AT I O N  1 0 : 1 – 4 )
T H E  V A N T A G E  P O I N T  C H A N G E S
Chapters 4–9 were from a heavenly perspective. Chapter 10 is from earth, much like the brief interlude in 
Chapter 7. John moves from being a spectator of events to being involved in the action.

• This chapter is very John-focused. The plot now involves John accepting his role as a prophet to 
lost people. 

T H I S  I S  A N O T H E R  I N T E R L U D E
Like before the 7th seal, we have a break before the 7th trumpet that may further lead us to believe the 7th events 
are the same. This interlude focuses on John’s and the church’s responsibility to witness to non-believers.

• Chapter 10 calls John (past), Chapter 11 mentions prophets (future), and we are everyone in 
between (the present).

W H I L E  O N  E A R T H ,  J O H N  S E E S  A  “ M I G H T Y  A N G E L”
This is the most descriptive account of an angel in Revelation.

• “wrapped in a cloud” shows God’s presence (Exodus 16:10, Luke 9:34) and can literally be 
translated as looking like atmosphere.

• “rainbow over his head” is probably like the one in Revelation 4:3, symbolizing mercy and integrity. 
• “face was like the sun” is how Jesus appeared in Rev. 1:16.
• “legs were like pillars of fire” is similar to the pillars that led Israel in Ex. 13. This could show 

authority and leadership.
• “right foot on the sea, his left on the land” is not about size, but authority over the earth.
• We will get to the scroll in his hand later.

S O M E  T H I N K  T H I S  I S  J E S U S ,  B U T  I T  I S N ’ T
John does not worship him, and the angel later makes an oath to God. Most scholars believe this is Michael 
or Gabriel.

• The angel is not named here because this isn’t about the size of the messenger; it’s about the size of 
the message.

“… H E  C A L L E D  O U T  W I T H  A  L O U D  V O I C E ”
We have heard several loud voices since studying Revelation, but this one is like a lion and demands an 
immediate response.

• The response is unique as well. It comes from “seven thunders” that only appear here, and no one 
knows exactly what it means.

W E  D O N ’ T  K N O W  F O R  S U R E  W H A T  T H E Y  S A I D
Earlier, John was told to listen and write down; now, he is told to “not write it down!” Some believe these are 
untold revelations that unfold over time.

• It’s a slippery slope when some claim salvation has been revealed, but not all revelation. Though 
God does reveal things today, He’ll never reveal anything contradictory to His Word.

Y O U  K N E W  T H I S  W A S  C O M I N G  ( R E V E L AT I O N  1 0 : 5 – 7 )
S W E A R I N G  A N  O A T H
The fact that the angel could stand on the land and sea impressed John, but so did the oath the angel took.

• Raising the right hand is a familiar posture for swearing an oath (Genesis 14:22, Daniel 12:7), but this 
is only the second time an angel does this in the Bible.

T H E  O A T H  I N  D E T A I L
“by the one who lives forever and ever” alludes to the throne room scene in Chapter 4. God’s eternal life 
gives Christians hope.

• “who created heaven,...earth,...and the sea” reminds us of the mighty works of God. God’s 
eternal power gives us comfort.

“ T H E R E  W I L L  N O  L O N G E R  B E  A  D E L AY ”
The angel answers the question humanity has always asked, “When will this end?” Jesus’ disciples asked this 
question in Matthew 24.

• The answer is “in the days when the seventh angel will blow his trumpet, then the mystery of God 
will be completed.” In other words, it’s all over when we hear the last trumpet.

“… A S  H E  A N N O U N C E D  T O  H I S  S E R V A N T S ”
Prophets of God have received the message of His return for millennia. God has sent prophets to tell 
humanity that He will return and reward or punish people based on their choices (Amos 3:7, Matthew 24).

• Now, John will become the last prophet to warn future generations about the coming of God to earth.
P R E P A R I N G  F O R  A N  E N D
Whether Christ comes back in 1000 years or next week, we as Christians will be longing for His return and 
preparing for it. Even if His second coming is years away, our lives are short, and we are not promised 
tomorrow (James 4:13–14).

• The Believer must have a sense of urgency for our soul and others’ souls. 

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  ( R E V E L AT I O N  1 0 : 8 – 1 1 )
B A C K  T O  T H E  S M A L L  S C R O L L
The same voice that John heard in v. 4 speaks to him again and tells him to take the small scroll.

• This is a different scroll from the one in Chapter 5. This is an open scroll that John is worthy to take 
and that he can understand.

T H I S  T R A N S A C T I O N  S H O W S  U S  T H E  O R D E R
• The small scroll is a message for John. This transaction shows us how God gets truth to humanity.
• Revelation/Truths from God to Jesus - Jesus to angels - angels to apostles/prophets/leaders - from 

those leaders to the general public.
“ T A K E  A N D  E A T  I T ”
As John walks over to the angel and asks him for the scroll, John is told to consume it. He is warned that it will 
“be bitter in your stomach, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.”

• John isn’t literally eating a scroll. He is digesting the words and thinking about the plan God has 
for him. This is a form of meditation (Psalm 19:10; 119:103).

A C C E P T I N G  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y 
John records that he “took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it.” Like other prophets before him 
(Ezekiel 3:3), John accepts his role as a leader and communicator of the gospel and the revelation of Jesus. 
A C C E P T I N G  T H E  C A L L  I S  B I T T E R / S W E E T
Two things happened when he accepted his responsibility to share the scroll’s contents.

• First, it was “sweet as honey,” showing the initial joy of doing what God has called us to do. But 
the second thing that happened was it became bitter. This shows the reality of the hardships of 
true Christianity. 

• Revelation is bitter/sweet as well. It’s fun at first, then harder to digest the further we go. This is the 
case for Christianity in general. If we truly follow God’s will, our faith will be difficult sometimes.

• The dedicated Christian will experience suffering, heartache, and stress. We must remember 
the reward is worth it!

R E M E M B E R  T H E  L A S T - D I T C H  E F F O R T ?
The end will come in Chapter 11. One theme has been God’s extreme attempt to get humanity to repent, but 
His last ditch effort comes from an unlikely source, us.

• God’s last attempt for change is not plagues, angels overhead, or ecological disasters. It will 
be the preaching of the Word from His followers.

W E  M U S T  O W N  T H I S
• V. 11 says that John “must prophesy again about many people, nations, languages, and kings.” 

Once he accepted his call, there was no turning back.
• Everyone in this room has a scroll. We have a responsibility to those around us to live out and 

share the message of Jesus Christ.
• The responsibility starts in the home. It extends to our friends, workplace, microcosm (gym, coffee 

shop, grocery store, etc.), city, nation, and even to the ends of the earth.
• Will it be difficult? YES! It will break your heart a million times, but the rewards exceed the pain!

W E  H O L D  T H E  O N LY  T R U E  L I G H T !
• God, in His wisdom, knows the power of His written Word and the personal testimonies of His 

followers. He has chosen us to be His greatest weapon against evil and eternal damnation. We hold 
the key to unlocking hope, change, freedom, and salvation!
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