THIS WEEK'S MESSAGE
DECEMBER 18TH - 19TH, 2021 // ADVENT - THE 5 CANDLES

WHAT IS ADVENT?

Advent is the season of year leading up to Christmas, in which Christians traditionally
have celebrated and remembered the coming of Christ. The word Advent means,

“arrival,” so at Advent we celebrate the incarnation, or the fact that God came in the
form of man, Jesus, to save and redeem us from our sins. This is what Christmas is all
about — and we are so honored that you've chosen to celebrate with us this year!

HOPE - CHASE PEYTON

REVELATION 21:1-4 (ESV)

1 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

LOVE - KATIE BROWN

PSALM 139:16-17 (ESV)

16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the
days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 17 How precious to me
are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!

JOY - BOB BOWERS

LUKE 1:26-33 (ESV)

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant
of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you

who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you
are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob'’s descendants
forever; his kingdom will never end.”

PEACE - VANESSA WINCHESTER

ISAIAH 9:6 (ESV)

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.

CHRIST - JOSH BROOKER

MATTHEW 2:1-12 (ESV)

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “"Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

6 "'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.””

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star
had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and worship him.”

9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen
when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned
in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

God Bless Jou and (Derry Cbristmas

May you and your family experience the hope, love, joy, and peace of Christ this holiday season!
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