
T H E  M A I N  O F F E N S E S  W E R E  S P I R I T U A L
Offerings were tainted or withheld, people were marrying non-believers, the temples were being 
desecrated, and people were discouraged and spiritually lethargic. The temple had been rebuilt 
beautifully, but the rest of the city lay in ruins (sound familiar?).
T H O U G H  T H E  R E B E L L I O N  A N D  H AT R E D  F O R  G O D  A N D  H I S 
C O M M A N D S  D O M I N AT E  T H I S  B O O K ,  T H E  T H E M E  I S  P O S I T I V E .
God loves His people, even if their response is a heartbreaking “No!” to His leadership  
and provision. This book is simply a warning, to a people, to turn from sin and repent.
I  LOVE YOU (MALACHI 1:1-3)
A  V E R B A L  P R O N O U N C E M E N T  T O  T H E  P E O P L E
The “pronouncement” from Malachi to the Jewish people was a heavy message also called a 
burden. This was a stern rebuke aimed at a country that had become sinful.
• This was not Malachi’s opinion, but a word from God Himself. Malachi’s preaching probably 

took place during a festival. 
T H I S  W A S  A  D I F F I C U LT  T I M E  F O R  T H E  J E W S

of trust in God.
• We must be careful with this. Not every hardship is due to our relationship with God, but 

many absolutely are.
A  V E R Y  S T R AT E G I C  B O O K

• “I have loved you” from God is both past and present tense. Not only has God done much for 
His people, He still loves them despite their rebellion.

B U T,  W H AT  H AV E  Y O U  D O N E  F O R  M E  L AT E LY ?
Like many of us, the Jewish people couldn’t see past their present circumstances. They knew God 

selected one big thing.
I  C H O S E  Y O U
God had done enormous miracles in the history of Israel, but it was the fact they were chosen in the 

doesn’t mean that God didn’t love other peoples. God chose Israel to share His love with the world.
G O D  H AT E D  S O M E O N E ?

THE ALMIGHTY (MALACHI 1:4-5)
E D O M  W A S  R E B E L L I O U S

where they believed they could rebuild their ruins and save themselves. 
• 

because they are a “wicked country.”
“ T H E Y ”  A N D  “ I ”
The pronouns used in v4 are emphatic. They show the power of all humanity is nothing compared 
to the power of the one true God. We must remember Who He is and what we are! We are 
creations of the Creator, and this fact alone makes God worth respecting and worshiping.
T H E  P R O P H E C Y  H A S  B E E N  F U L F I L L E D

• The lesson for the Jewish people was that God loves them and shows them mercy by 
defeating their enemies and giving them the chance to repent.

I T  A L L  H I N G E S  O N  H U M I L I T Y
We live in an extremely irreverent and arrogant culture that often fails to see anything greater  
than themselves. If we fail to choose humility over pride, we will not only miss the love and 
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RESPONSES - PART 1 (MALACHI 1:6-10)
I T  I S  N E V E R  O U R  FA U LT
This section deals with the troublesome  response of people to God’s love and provision. God had 

arrogant, entitled, and rebellious to God and in turn “despised” His name.
“ H O W  H AV E  W E  D E S P I S E D  Y O U R  N A M E ? ”
As a general rule, children honor their parents and servants honor their masters. So, it should be 
assumed that God’s people should respect and honor their Savior.

• Ironically, it was the religious leaders that were the most irreverent, even doing blasphemous 
things in His name.

L E A D E R S  A R E  H E L D  T O  A  H I G H E R  S TA N D A R D

 

• Poor leadership affects a lot of people! This is why God’s standard is so high.
H A L F - D O N K E Y E D  O F F E R I N G S  A N D  S A C R I F I C E S
God commanded people to give Him their best, but the temple priests were offering blind, crippled, 

• This is what we often do, we give God fractions and left-overs while we keep our best for 

H AV E  W E  FA L L E N  T O  T H I S  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  S TAT E S ?
Absolutely! Because of the watered-down, materialistic, feel good, fake gospel that many “pastors” 
preach, the state of American faith is falling apart. We’re guilty. We’ve passively sat idle and let 

• We have failed to teach scripture and pray, turned a blind eye to sexual sin, and become 

A N D  G O D  W O U L D  R AT H E R  S H U T  T H E  D O O R S
God says, “I wish one of you would shut the temple doors.” This means God would rather the church 
fail than to mislead others and disrespect Him. 
• 

righteous by our own apathetic works.  
RESPONSES - PART 2 (MALACHI 1:11-14)
O N E  D AY  E V E R Y O N E  W I L L  R E C O G N I Z E  H I M
Though His chosen people were not honoring Him, God knew that the whole world would be 
introduced to the truth and that eventually every knee would bow to Him.
• God’s objectives will be accomplished whether we get on board or not. We should want to 

be a part of God’s plan.
O U R  P R O B L E M  I S  A PAT H Y
We tend to take our faith for granted and say “Look, what a nuisance.” The treating of our faith as 
something mundane or even an inconvenience is profane to God.

• Let’s put on our honesty cap for a second. How is our attitude when it comes to being a 
true Christian? Who is this really about?

W I T H  C H R I S T I A N S  L I K E  T H I S . . .

no wonder that Israel was in the broken state it was.
• 

no wonder we have ended up where we are.
“ T H E  D E C I E V E R  I S  C U R S E D ”  ( V 1 4 )
When we promise to give God our best but then grow complacent and entitled over time,  we come 
under a curse (doomed to fail) because we think we can somehow con God.

• God is a “great King” that will be 
on our side if we choose Him.

NO DEPOSIT, NO RETURN
we 

will only get a return when we make a whole-hearted deposit. We often blame God, but do we 

we bring to God? Are we sincere, or have we become apathetic? Do we believe we can pull one 

Him? Will we choose to be humble and submit ourselves to God’s will and direction? 


